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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 My series on marriage and the single life continues with a reflection on the 
�&�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���R�I���Z�K�D�W���L�V���P�L�V�W�D�N�H�Q�O�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���³�D�Q�Q�X�O�P�H�Q�W�V���´�����,�Q���I�D�F�W���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���F�D�Q��
�Q�R�W���Q�X�O�O�L�I�\���D���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����6�K�H���W�R�R���P�X�V�W���R�E�H�\���-�H�V�X�V�¶���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�Z�K�D�W���*�R�G���K�D�V���M�R�L�Q�H�G��
�Q�R���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J���P�X�V�W���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�´�����V�H�H���0�N���������������������:�K�D�W���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���G�R�H�V���L�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�H���W�R��
be non-existent that which has been proven to be non-existent, namely, a marital un-
ion that He, God, did not in fact bring about.  The Church is able to come to such a 
�F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�¶�V���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���I�R�U���W�Z�R���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����������6�K�H���N�Q�R�Z�V���K�R�Z���+�H�U��
Lord and Savior acts and 2) the Lord has revealed to the Church what He himself in-
tends in marriage.   
 �$���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�\���L�V���W�K�D�W���*�R�G�¶�V���V�X�S�H�U�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���V�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�R�Q����
what we call grace, works on our human nature; it never contradicts, denies, or de-
�V�W�U�R�\�V���L�W�������%�X�W���Z�H���P�X�V�W���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G�¶�V���J�U�D�F�H���I�R�U���L�W���W�R���E�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�������6�L�P�S�O�\���S�X�W����
therefore, God does not force His grace on anyone whose nature is unable to receive 
it or who refuses to cooperate with it.  For example, persons afflicted with certain certi-
fied mental illnesses cannot marry validly in the Church, since the illness prevents 
them for self-possession and therefore from making a marital gift of themselves to 
another.  Others, for example, who are active addicts at the time of their wedding may 
not marry validly because they have given themselves over to the object of their ad-
diction (ad-diction means to adhere to another way of speaking) and thus cannot 
speak the words or commit the actions of total self-giving and other-receiving that 
marriage requires.  Homosexual persons cannot marry in the Lord because they lack 
the biological and therefore natural capacity to give themselves to one who is other, 
as man is other than woman, and to procreate. 
 Additionally, the Lord has revealed what he intends by marriage.  By marriage 
the Lord intends to establish a community of life and love in which children can be 
both conceived and educated in his likeness, a community which seeks the mutual 
holiness of the spouses by which they work out their salvation, and a community 
through which our society is made more stable.  And so a person who makes an act of 
�W�K�H���Z�L�O�O���E�\���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���V�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�V�H���W�K�U�H�H���³�J�R�R�G�V�´���R�I���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H��
does not marry validly, namely, someone who intends not to have children and/or in-
tends not to raise them to be as Christ; someone who intends not to remain faithful; 
and someone who intends to divorce.  God will hold them accountable for the lie and 
the damage they do, but not to a marriage into which they never intended to enter 
from the beginning.    
 There is a third category of invalidating causes by which, even though they go 
through the motions the Lord does not impose on them that which they are proclaim-
ing to choose, namely, those who are gravely deficient in their discernment of mar-
�U�L�D�J�H���D�Q�G���V�R���G�R���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���³�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�´���W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���Z�K�D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���I�R�U��
them to choose in marriage.    
 �$�Q���³�D�Q�Q�X�O�P�H�Q�W�´���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����W�K�H�Q�����V�H�H�N�V���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���L�I���*�R�G�¶�V���J�U�D�F�H���Z�D�V���D�W���Z�R�U�N���L�Q��
the couple, if the couple choose what God intends by marriage, and if the couple had 
given the required discernment to the reality to which they were committing.   
                                                                                                                         Father Ed 


