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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 For two weeks I have been writing about our Catholic funeral rites.  We 
have considered cremation and eulogies.  Today I want to look at the Catholic 
burial rite as a whole. 
 In times past, when Christians gathered to bury their dead, they did so, of 
course, fully conscious of and believing in the resurrection from the dead of Jesus 
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Christ will raise our mortal bodies to be like his own in glory. 
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decedent's death, the Christian community gathered in his/her home�² the first 
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remnants of this tradition.)  An important element of this prayer and preparation for 
burial was to share stories, recall memories, and celebrate the good deeds and 
Christian witness of the deceased�² what we have come to call eulogies.  This 
prayer lasted throughout the night, a vigil anticipating the rising of the sun.   
 The vigil is the proper place for the sharing of eulogies.  Regrettably we 
are gathering less and less on the night before the burial of our loved ones to pray 
and share stories.  Moreover, eulogies shared at vigils (or elsewhere) were (and 
should be) about the Christian witness and good deeds of the decedent.  That one 
was a good sportsman, a powerful Bunko player, loved eating or clothes or gam-
bling is interesting, but secondary to the witness given to Jesus Christ and the 
living of a faithful, loving, and service-to-the-poor oriented life.  I hope we our-
selves can recover this beautiful and important tradition of the vigil.    
 The next day, at sunrise, the Christian community would process with the 
body to the church�² the second station�² for the funeral Mass.  As the night before 
the Christian community had shared eulogies of the decedent, now at Eucharist 
they focused on the Logos, Jesus Christ, the living Word of God.  As at every 
Eucharist. they praised God for the gift of his resurrection, ate his Body and drank 
his Blood, and renewed their witness to him even as they were sent in peace to 
love and serve the Lord.   
 Following Mass a second procession took place with the body to the 
cemetery�² the third station�² for burial.  Burial took place then and there.  Every-
one participated in the throwing and shoveling of dirt and the marking of the grave.  
(It is vital to have a place on earth in which to bury our loved ones, for, as the bible 
itself reveals, we are earth and unto earth we will return.  For this reason, cre-
mains should never be scattered or left unburied.  Jesus himself was buried; burial 
speaks more faithfully of our belief in the resurrection of Jesus and the promise of 
eternal life than does the scattering of ashes.)  The community dispersed even as 
the family, loved ones, and the whole Christian community grieved in hope. 
 Next week, my final letter in this serious, will speak to this, how we grieve 
in hope.                   Father Ed 


